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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Walster 
et al. (Walster), US Patent No. 5,794,239. 

As to claim 1 , Walster discloses a method and an apparatus for message matching using 
pattern decisions in a message matching and automatic response system (col. 1, lines 1-4 et seq.) 
hi particular, Walster discloses a computing arrangement coupled to a message processor (fig.2, 
item 12). Walster also teaches the creation of a pattern database (fig.2, items 42, 44) that 
includes a plurality of pattern definitions (fig. 2, item 52) and response definitions (fig.2, item 
54), wherein each pattern definition is associated with a response definition including commands 
and instructions for queuing (saving) said commands to a storage medium (fig. 2, item 56 et seq.) 
Walster fiirther teaches the receipt of message character stiings (fig. 2, item 14) at a message 
processor (fig.2, item 50). hi addition, Walster teaches the searching of the pattern database for 
pattern definitions that match the message character strings (fig. 33A, item 340 et seq.) Upon a 
match between the pattern definitions the messages, Walster teaches that commands are added to 
the storage medium, wherein said commands are subsequently retrieved fi-om said medium and 
forwarded to the computing arrangement (col. 6, lines 1 5-25 et seq.) 
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As toclaim2,Walsterteachesapattern definition that matchesacommand prompt 
„and retrievmgacommand to be forwarded to the host computer(fig.l;^ 

25 et seq.) 

As to claim 3, Walster teaches a host computer coupled to a storage tnedium (fig. 1 , item 
,0)a„d an operations processor coupled to the host and the data storage sys.em(fig.l,iteml2), 
andapluralityofpattemdefmitionsntatchingapluralityofselectedmessageshavingassociated 
responses that are conmtandsrequiredfor high leveloperation (col. 3, lines45-55 et seq.) 



As to claim 4, Walster teaches a plurality of command queue data structures defined in a 
pattern database wherein each queuehasapriorityievelrelative to other commands(col. 15. 

lines 12-28 et seq.) Walster also teaches adding responses to selected commands to the storage 
medium, as well as de-queuing said responses fromthe command queuestobeforwardedto the 

host processorbasedthe priority accordingto which theywerestored(col.l5.1ines 36-46 et 

seq.) 

As to claim 5, Walster teaches a pattern definition that matches a command prompt 
messageandretrievingacomma„dtobefo,wardedtothehostcomputer(fig.l;col.6,linesl5- 

25 etseq.) 
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Astoe,ai.6,Wa>steneachesaWos.c„n>put.coup.ea.oas.otase — 

..ap,.aUt,orpatte™.e«io.— sap..aat.o.e,.t.«^ 
.,,_..ata.co— ..u.e....^.eve,ope.t.n(eoU,U„es..35etse,., 

As.oc,ai.7.Wals..teaohe.ate™ina>e,„ulat,onsessic„be^.ee„.heope.tio„s 

,__..e.atasto.sesyste.(r.S..,.n— — ^ 

„r(fi= 1 itemU)andbacktothedataprocessor(Eg.l,item 
system to the operation processor (fig. 1, Mm i*) 

16). 

AS to Claim 8.Wa,ster teaches definingcommandcuenesasach^acter strings and 
,.„,cha.cterstHnssrepresent,ng.ecommandsanddelimit.gthecharacterst.ngswitha 

selected character (col. 15, line 47- col. 16,linel8e.seq.) 

3. Xhehmitationsofel.ms9.16havea,readvbeenaddressedinthed,scussionof 
e,aimsl-7above.Theyare therefore rejected for thesamereasons. 



Remarks 



Appacantargues*atWa,sterdoesnot.eachacomm.d,uenefor,ne.ngcommandsthereto. 
Appheantallegesthat.thonghWalsterteaches.estorageofcommandsinastorageme.nm 
,esnotnecessa.lyimp,yd.ata,neueisbe.ngused.hrresponsetotheprecedingargnmen.s, 
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..eExa^iner respec.M,y submits tha.*eo,aim.aUn,Wo„of,ue.inso—^^ 

3,s.e™inapa.icu,arorder.Si.nar>.WaWs.eachi„gdisc>oses*^ 

commands touted over time to a storage medium. 

Applicant also argues that the rejeotionisimproperbecause it does notdistin^tsh 

.etweenhecommandstbatarepartoftheresponsedefmUionandtheadditionalinstruetionsfor 

,.euingthecommandstoacommand,ueue.lnresponsetothepreced.ngarguments,the 

Examiner respeet^llysubmitsthatWalster'steaolungofforwarding commands toastorage 

medium atdrfferenttimesimplicitlydisclosestheinstnTCtions for forwardingthecom^andsto 

.hestoragemediumsincetheinstructtonsoanbeconstruedastbeactualrecueststcueuethe 

commands to the storage medium. 

to light of the foregoing arguments, the 35 USC 102 rejection is proper. 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 

policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

Ashortened statutory period for replyto this final action is setto expire THREE 

MONTHS f^omthemamngdateofthisacttoalntheeventafirstreplyis filed withinTWO 

MONTHSofthe mailing dateofthis final actton and the advisory action is notmailedunul after 

.,eendoffi,eTHREE-MONTH Shortened statutory period, thenthe shortened statutory penod 

.i„ expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and a„yexte„sio„feepursuantto37 

CFRU36(a) wiUbe calculated from themailingdateofthe advisory action, mno event. 
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however, wmU>e«period for replyexpire later .hanSIXMONTHS from ftemailing 
date of this final action. 

7. Any inquiry concerning tins communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jean R. Homere whose telephone number is (703)-308-6647. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 09:30 a.m.-6:00 p.m. 
,f attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuocessinl, the examiner's supervisor, John 
Breene, can be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at (703)-305-9790. 
Any response to this action should be tnaOed to: Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231, or faxed to: (703) 872-9306. Hand-delivered responses should be 
brou^t to Crystal Park 11, 2121 Crystal Drive, Arlington. VA., Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 
Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be directed to 
the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900. 



